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variant • vasectomy 


> e -va n ' quish . a . bIead . 

Fr. avantage, advantage 1 1 i„ 
superiority. 2. Something 
lonty or advantage. 3. adva* 

in the forefront : advanced 

WARD. U * 

'JS.j Lacking liveliness, zest or 
tra.pid',.ty{va-pid'He V 3 

iv. . 1 • 

^Lat. vapor:] 1. Barely visible 
s, or smoke, suspended in the 
exists below, its critical tern 
pplying sufficient pressure b 
under ordinary conditions is 
» of a substance for use in 'in- 
k A mixture of a vapor and au- 
tre burned in an iu tenia!- 
hing insubstantial or fleetine 
.rs Archaic, a. Exhalations 
. held to affect the mental or 
nal depression. - v. -pored, 
- vi. 1. To emit vapor. 2. To 

'ormation of vapor. 

+ -Fie] 1. Producing or turn- 

VAPOROUS. 

bombastic talk or behavior 
resembling vapor. 2. Archaic. 
ts. -va'por-ish-nessn, 
A, -iz«ing, -iz-es. To con 
por.iz'a.Me adj. -va'- 

vaporizes, esp. a device u^ed 

isoline in the fuel line of an 
s normal flow of fuel. 
I to or like vapor. 2. a. Pro- 
' full of vapors. 3. Insubstan- 
:ly fanciful : high-flown. 
por«ous*ness n, — va'- 

:d by a vapor in equilibrium 


ar. of vapor. 

< vaca, cow < Lat. vacca.} 

oth < Lat. vara, forked pole 
and Latin American unit of 
09 centimeters, or 32 to 43 

} + (re)act(ance) + or.] A 
is sensitive to the applied 
;tor material and an tnsula- 


of varius, various.] A mis- 
Tending or apt to vary. b. 
eviate from an established 
quantitative value. — n. 1. 
tion. 2. Astron. A variable 
ning any of a set of values, 
ty. — var'i.a-bil'i«ty, 
v. 

:tly with output changes. 
ol-raV, var'-) n. A mort- 
> market rates and changes 
: of the loan. 

;ss varies due to internal 
: stars. 

ct of varying, b. The qual- 
'ariation. c. A difference 
(y takes place. 2. A differ- 
discrepancy between two 
ling. b. The license to en- 
wed the zoning variance> 
variations from the mean 
umber of thermodynamic 
ibrium of a system., given 
;ting : differing. 


e be hw which I pit 
or oi noise oo took 


^ftW»ant (var'e-snt, var'-) adj:[UU < OFr. < Lat. varians, variant-, 
f§£pjrj?bf variare.. to vary.] 1. Having or exhibiting variation. 2; Tend- 

f"jBrjapt to vary : variable. 3. Deviating from a standard, usu.' by 
y; a' slight difference. — n. Something that differs hr form only 
Slightly from something else <a spelling variant> - . ' 
j^^fate (var'e-It, -at', var'-) n. •[< Lat. vaiiatus, p.part. of variare, 
^to*vary.] 1. variable 1. 2. Statistics. A random variable with a numer- 
ptcajjvalue defined on a given sample space. 

|ya^i»a«tion {var'e-a'shsn, vir'-) n. 1. a. The act, process, or result 
^^^yihg. b; The state'or fact of being varied. 2. Extent or degree of 
p|jyL^ <a variation of 20 pounds in weight> 3. Magnetic declination, 
f ^Something slightly different from another of the same type. 5. Biol. 
^M^|ed'difference or deviation from characteristic form, function, or 
^Sructure. 6. Math. A function that relates the values of one variable to 
' ^ those of other variables. 7. Mus. a. A form that is an altered version of 
§|? given theme, diverging from it by melodic ornamentation and by 
JcK^ges in harmony, rhythm, or key. b. One of a series of forms based 
|M#smgle theme. 8. A solo dance, esp. one forming part of a larger 
jPorkr — var'i.a'tion-ol ad/. - 
Spinel pref. var. of vabico-. ' 
i^i-ceMa (var'l-sel'a) n. [NLat.-< variola, variola.] Chicken pox. 

-var'i-cel'loid' (-sel'oid') adj. 
*var«i»ces (var'I-sez') n. pi of varix. 

^^cp^- or varic- pref. [< Lat. varix, varic-, varix.] Varix : varicose 
C f Ivein <vancosis> * . 

|#arii»co«cele (var'i-kd-sel') n. [varico- + -cele*.] A varicose con- 
^^M'of veins of the spermatic cord or the ovaries, forming a soft tu- 
jfmj^*$--- ■' ■ 

^var»i»col»ored (var'I-kuTard, var'-) adj. variegated 1. 
|yaJ>i*C08e (var'i-kos') adj. [Lat. varicosus < varix, swollen vein.] !. 
I^piating blood or lymph vessels that are abnormally dilated, knot- 
ted/and tortuous. 2. That causes unusual swelling. 
f||r*i*co«sis (var'l-ko'sls) n. [varic(o)- + -osis.] varicosity 1. 
pwr»i»cos»i«ty (var'i-kds'i-te) n., pi -ties. 1. The state of being 
f^aricose. 2. a. A varicose distention or swelling, b. The condition of 

having varicose veins. 
Jyar.i«cot»o»my (var'I-kdt'a-me) n., pi. -mies. [varico- + -tomy.] 
||S8x£cal removal of varicose veins. 

j|jM»ied (var'ed, var'-) adj. 1. Characterized by variety. 2. Modified : 
Baftereti. 3. variegated 1. — var'iedMy adv. 
paned thrush n. A bird, Ixoreus naevius of western North Amer- 
ica;' similar to the robin but having a black transverse stripe on its 
^breast.'' ' 

|||r»i*e»gate {var'e-I-gat', vSr'I-gat', var'-) vt. -gat-ed, -gat-ing, 
"^^s. [Lat. variegare, variegat- < Lat. varius, various.] 1. To change 
Reappearance of, esp. by marking with different colors ; streak. 2. To 
p:give variety ^ to. — var 'i-e»ga' tion (-i-ga'shan, var'i-ga'-, var'-) n. 
■f- var'i-e.ga'tor n 

b^*i*e«gat»ed (var'e-i-ga'tid, var'i-ga'-, var'-) adj. 1. Having 
ijlpaks/ marks, or patches of a different color or colors. 2- Distin- 
guished or marked by variety : diversified. '» 
|Var*iier (var'e-sr, v5r'-) n. One that varies. 

|Va«ri.e«tal (va-ri'I-tl) adj. [< variety.] Of, indicating, or character- 
Wizm^a'^ variety, esp. a biological variety. — va«ri'e«tal-Iy adv.- 
I®)r? ; e*ty (va-ri'I-te) n., pi. -ties. [OFr. vflriete < Lat. varietas < 
^^ffis, various.] l.'The quality or state of being various or varied : 
gLWERSiTY. 2. A number of varied things, esp. of a particular group : 
||||pRTMENT <a variety of meats > 3. A group set off from- other 
jfgroiips by a particular characteristic or set of characteristics. 4. Biol a. 

taxonomic category forming a subdivision of a species and consist- 
ping of naturally occurring or selectively bred individuals with varying 
'^characteristics, b. An organism, esp. a plant, belonging to such a cat- 
egory. 5. A variety show. 

Ijariety meat n. Meat, as liver or sweetbreads, that has been taken 
pom i part other than skeletal muscles or that has been processed, as 
^sausage. • - 

Ivairiety show n. A theatrical entertainment consisting of succes- 

'2'sive umelated acts, as songs, dances, and comedy skits.' 

gvariety store n. A retail store selling varied goods. 

|gir«i«form (var'a-form', v3r'-) adj. [vari{o)- + -form.] Having a 

I *~ variety or diversity of forms. 

gjjrarid-'or vari- pre/. [< Lat. varius, speckled.] Variety : difference 
|H: variation <vuriometer> ; 
pa«ri*o-la (va-ri's-b, var'e-o'b, .var'-) n. [NLat. < Med. Lat./ pus- 
tule < Lat. vorii/5, speckled.] Smallpox. 

^var»i.o*late (var'e-a-lat 7 , v2r'-) adj. Having pustules or marks re- 
^rnbling those of smallpox. - vt. -lat-ed, -lat*ing / -tates. To in- 
oculate with smallpox vaccine. * f. • . ; 
par»i.o^lite (viir'e-3-lit', var'-) n: A basic rock having a pock- 
-marked appearance due to many rounded, white spherules embedded 
f|n-it'.- • . ' ■ 
||&r«tid«loid (var'e-a-loid', v^r'-, va-ri'a-loid') n. A mild smallpox 
^in persons who have previously been vaccinated or who have had the 
|disease before. ' . 
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var«i*om*e»ter (var'e-Sm'i-tsr, var'^) n. A variable ' inductor- for 
measuring variations in terrestrial magnetism. 4 v t : * 

var-i«o*rum (var'e-dr'gm, -or'-, var v -) n. [< Lat. (editio cum notis) 
variorum, (edition with the notes) of various persons.] t.' An edition of 
the works of an author, with notes by scholars or. editors. 2. An edition 
containing various versions of a text. — var'i^o'rum adju ■ 

var*i«ous (var'e-as, v3r'-) adj. [Lat. varius ] 1. a. Of diverse- kinds 
<for various purposes> b. Unlike i different. 2.";More than one : sev- 
eral <studied various books on antiques > 3. Versatile : many-sided 
<people of various talents> 4. Having a variegated' nature or appear- 
ance. 5. Being an individual or separate member of a class or group 
<The various accounts all differed. > 6. Archaic. : Changeable : varia- 
ble, usage: The use of various as a collective noun followed; by of 
(various of the members) is unacceptable in standard 'English: 

— var'i»ous»ly adv. — var'i»ous»nes9 n. > *■ 
var*i*sized (var'i-sizd', var'-) adj. Of varying sizes/ . 

var»ix (v3r'iks) n., pi. var*i*ces (var'I-sez') [Lat., swollen vein ] 1. 
An abnormally twisted and dilated vein, artery, or lymph vessel: 2. 
One of the longitudinal ridges indicating a resting staged in the devel- 
opment of the lip of a gastropod shell. > . ■ - . - > 

var«let {var' lit) n. [ME < OFr., var. of vaslet. —see valet.] Archaic. 
1. An attendant or servant. 2. A knight's page. 3. A rascal : knave. 

var«let»ry (var'H-tre) n. Archaic. A crowd of attendants or menials; 
esp. when disorderly : rabble. 

var. mint (var 'mint) n. [Var. of vermin.] Informal 1. A bird or an- 
imal regarded as undesirable or troublesome. 2. An obnoxious, con- 
temptible person. 

var*nish (var'nlsh) n. [ME vernysshe < OFr. vernis < Med. Lat. 
veronix, sandarac resin, prob. < Gk. Bereaike, Berenice, a city in Cyr- 
enaica.] 1. An oil-based paint . with a solvent and an oxidizing or an 
evaporating binder in it for coating a surface with a hard, glossy, thin 
film. 2. a. The smooth coating or gloss produced by applying varnish. 
b: Something resembling or suggestive of varnish. 3. A deceptively at- 
tractive external appearance. — vt. -nished, -ni shying, -nish.es. 
1. To cover with varnish. 2. To give a smooth and glossy finish to. 3. 
To give a deceptively attractive appearance to. — var'nish*er n. 

varnish tree n: Any of several trees with milky juice for making 
varnish. 

var»si»ty (var'sl-te) n., pi -ties. [Alteration of university.] 1. The 
principal team representing a university, college, or school in sports or 
other competitions. 2. Chiefly Brit. A university. 

Var«u»na (var'a-na) n. [Skt. Varunah.} Myth. The Vedic god of the 
skies and seas. 

var»us (var'as, var'-) n., pi ~us*es. [< Lat., crooked.] Abnormal po- 
sitioning of a leg or foot bone. 

varve (varv) n. [Swed. varv, layer < varva, to bend < ON hverfa.] 1. 
A sedimentary layer deposited in one year. 2. A pair of distinct layers 
of sediment, indicating seasonal deposits. 

var»y (var'e, vare) v. -ied, -y-ing, -ies. [ME varien, to- undergo 
change < OFr. varier < Lat. variare < varius, various.] — vt. I. To 
make or produce changes in attributes or characteristics : modify. 2. 
To make varied <a song recital that was varied for all tastes> 3. To 
express in a different manner <vdry the speed> — vi. 1; To undergo 
or exhibit change <Precipitation varied throughout the year.> 2. To 
be different : deviate <vary from customary styles of dress>;3. To 
undergo successive or alternate changes in qualities or attributes. 

— var ' y • ing« ly adv. 

varying hare n. The snowshoe rabbit. 

vas (vas) n., pi va.sa (va'za) [NLat. < Lat., vessel.] An organic vessel 
or duct. 

vas- pref. var. of vaso-. 

va*sa (va'za) n. pi of vas. 

vas*cu*la (vas'kya-b) n. pi of vasculum. 

vas*cu»lar (vas'kya-br) adj. [< Lat. vasculum, dim. of vas, vessel.] 
1. Biol Of, typified by, or having vessels for transmission or circula- 
tion of plant or animal fluids as blood, lymph, or sap. 2. Marked by 
vigor and ardor : passionate. — vas'cu-lar'i«ty (-lar'i-te) n. 

vascular bundle n. A strand of supportive and conductive plant 
tissue composed essentially of xylem and phloem. 

vas*cu*lar«i*za*tion (vaVkya-tar-frza'sbsn) n. New blood-vessel 
formation. H 

vascular plant n. Any of various plants of the division Tracheo- 
phyta, which includes the ferns and seed-bearing plants typified by a 
system of specialized conductive and supportive tissue. 

vascular tissue n. Plant tissue made up of vascular bundles. 

vas>cu*la*ture (vas'kya-b-chdor', -char) n. Arrangement of blood 
vessels in the body or in a bodily organ or part. . < 

vas-cu.lum (v^s'kya-bm) n., pi. -la (-b) [Lat., small vessel —see 
vascular.] A small box or case for carrying newly gathered plant spec- 
imens. - ^ J 

vas def«er«ens (vas' def'ar-onz, -3-renz') n., pi va*sa def»er» 
en-ti.a (va'za def'a-ren'she-a) [NLat., deferent vessel] The verte- 
brate duct that carries sperm from the epididymal duct to the 
ejaculatory duct. 

vase (vas, vaz, vaz) ri. [Fr. < Lat. vas, vessel] An open container for 
holding flowers or for decoration. . 

va«sec»to«ray (vo-sgjt'ts-me, va-zek'-) n., pi -mies. Surgical ex- 
cision of a part of the vas deferens, used as a method of sterilization. 




depressive . • dermatome 


security for ari item acquired for temporary use. 5. Afad 
Something deposited esp. by a natural process, as miiieul 
aterial settled out of water. -de-pos'i-tor n. ^ 
i.tar.y {di-pdz'I-ter'e) n., pi -ies. 1. A-.person enm^! 
nething. 2. depository 1. * - - M 

i-tion <dep' a-zish'an) n. 1. The act of deposing, as fro a | 
rhe act of depositing. 3. Something deposited : depo^ 


■l'UI'IJ |,ui-pui. riui v, ~i r— - •« yn 

>mething,is deposited for. safekeeping. 2. depositary 1/ |i 
(de'po, dep'6) n. [Fr. depdt < OFr. depost < Lat. depos^j 
< neuter: p.part. of deponere. to deposit.) 1. A bus or raih^J 
2. A warehouse. 3. a/A storage installation for rnilitaygj 
i. A station for. receiving, classifying, and assembling miHij 
el. - I 

ye (di-prav') vt. -praved, -prav-ing, -praves. [MEg 
to corrupt < OFr. depiavei < Lat.. depravare: de~ (intenshsj 
crooked.] To debase morally : corrupt. — dep'ra.va't»l 
va'shan) n. -^de-prav'er n. ■ jg! 
yed;{dl-pravd'.) rid/'. Morally debased and corrupt : PERY£f 
e-prav ? ed -ly (-pra ' vid-le, -pravd ' le) adv. . jj 

sr-i-ty (dl-prav'I-te) n.. pi. -ties. 1. Moral corruption l| 
or perverse act. rw 
-cate (dep/ri-kaV) vt, -cat-ed, -cat-ing, -cates..(ffl 
ri, deprecate to ward off by prayer.: de-, against + &rece| 
. To express disapproval of. 2. To belittle : depreciate. us«d 
it times, deprecate has encroached upon the meaning of JL 
!, coming into use almost to' the exclusion of the latter inej 
[ "to belittle:" -dep're-ca'tion n. — dep're-ca'tcrt] 
•ca-to-ry (dep'ri-ka-tdr'e, -tor'e) also dep-re-ca.trc 
} adj. Expressing'deprecation : disapproving. — depWj 
s.y adv. m 
-cia-ble (dl-pre'sha-bal) adj. Capable of being depreciacKj 

1 

•ci-ate (dl-pre f she-at') v. -at-ed, -at-ing, -ates. (Jgj 

preciare, depreciat-, alteration of LLat. depretiare : Lai* 
- Lat. pretium, price.] -vt. 1. To lessen the value or pricrf 
ause to seem'less valuable or important -. disparage, -q| 
ih in value. — de-pre'ci-a'tor.n. V 

DEPRECIATE, CHEAPEN, DEVALUATE, DEVALUE, DOWNGgJ 

v. core meaning : to make*or become less in price ot m 
/alue of the dollar has depreciated. > <used cars that steifi 
ate> . . . 1 

:-ci-a-tiori (di-pre'she-a'shan) n. 1. A decrease or loss en 
because of wear or age. 2. An allowance made for a loss in « 
erty. 3. A reduction in the purchasing value of money. 4| 
:e of disparaging. ■ - i . % 
j-cia-to-ry (dl-pre'sha-tor'e, -tor'e) also de-pre-w 
-sha-tiv/-she-a'tlv) adj. 1. Diminishing in value. 2. Di5p| 

j-date (dep'ri-dat') v. -dat-ed, -dat-ing, -dates, [jg 
da/i, depraedat- : Lat. de- (intensive) + Lat. praedan. tfrf| 
^raeda, booty.] - vt. To prey on : plunder. — vi. To eng^ 
iring. — dep're-da'tion n. — dep're-da'tor a. - 
a.to'ry (dl-pred'a-tdr'e, -tor'e, dep'ri-da-) adj. 
iSS (dl-pres') vt. -pressed, -press •Log, -press-es. [m, 
% to push down < OFr. deptesser < Lat. depressus. p pf^ 
jere : de-, down + prernere. to press.] 1. To lower in spef 


H^BShardship during the 1930's.] Variously colored glassware pro- 
l^gnS^rgeVquantities during the 1 920's and 1930's. . 
^fe^^iye jdi-pres'Iv)-dd;. 1. Causing depression. 2. Of or relat- 
^^pychplogical- depression. — de-pres' sive-ly adv. — de- 
fggf stye; ness n . • T 

^OTes^SorKdl-pres'ar) n. 1. Something that depresses or is used to 
^^fel^'depressor nerve. 3. A muscle that causes depression or 
^^cHol^f a part. 4. An instrument for depressing a part. 
FiX^^^nerye n. A nerve that lowers arterial blood pressure., 
wfew^urijze (de-presh'a-riz') vt. -ized, -iz-ing, -iz«es. To 
j^e^ jffr^ Spressure. — de.pres'sur«i»za'tion n. 
!g!ffi^^<(dl?prifv3i) h. Deprivation.' V . 
B HBS ^jt**: (dep ' ra-va ' shan) n. 1. The act of depriving or state 
fciffingSep rived., 2. A removal of rank or office. > ■ t : 


i £ To press down : lower <depiess a pedal on a piano> « 
"le activity or force of : weaken. 4. To lower prices in (3 5| 
i). — de-press f i»ble adj 


t).- — ae-press' i-dic uuj. , 
is-sant (dl-pres'ant) adj. Serving to lower the rate ol 
ies. -n. A depressant drug. _ a 
essed (dl-prest') adj. I. Low in spirits : defected. 2. boi^ 
downward, as if pressed from above. 3. Zooi. Flattened al% 
and ventral surfaces. 4. Sunk below the surrounding re^ 
■w. 5. Suffering from social and economic hardship. J 
syns: depressed, backward, deprived, disadvantages 
ished, underprivileged adj. core meaning : economic^ 
[y below standard <aid to depressed urban areas> Jj 
ess-ing (dl-pres'Ing) adj. Causing esp. emotional depR| 
I, depressing movie> - de-press 'ing-ly adv. J 
es-sion (dl-presh'an) n. I: The act of depressing or &g 
depressed. 2. An area sunk below its surroundings : hoii ,jj 
iroi. A region of low barometric pressure. 4. The angular^ 
the horizontal plane through the point of observation. 
ngular distance of a celestial body below the ^ orizo I l ' t ^ 
m in force or activity. 7. Melancholy : sadness. 8. 
tic or psychotic condition marked by an inability to cone ^ 
inia, and feelings of, dejection and guilt. 9. A period oi 
ic decline, marked by unemployment, decreasing busine- j 
id falling prices. . ,^jg s 

ession glass n. (After the Great Depression, a penou » 1 1 

a pay ar care a father $ pet e be which 
ir pier 6 pot 6 toe 6 paw, for oi noise < 


^gelSp^* Saving or. enjoying deny <was deprived of the gold 
^g^^pfoiiemoye from office. — de.priv/a-ble adj.. j ..^ 
rjjppJiv^Jdl-privd ' ) ad]. Marked by deprivation, esp. of economic 
^^^^ essities. • 
ieTpTo^gVarh (de-pro 'gr^m', -gram) vt. r gramme -gram? 
^n^^rams i or -gramed, -gram-ing, -grams. To try to coun- 
^ctTthe^ fect of an indoctrination, esp. a religious indoctrination. 
f^eTprajgram ' mer. n . 

&^j^tK);;i. [ME depihe < dep. deep.] 1. The quality or condition 
llSfflgjyiK 2 - a - Tne extent, measurement, .or dimension down- 
.^^aclcward, or inward, b. The linear measurement* or sense of dis- 
ft^f^ ^an^ observation point, as perspective in painting. 3. often 
fdeTO ' s^ |deep,part of or.place <in the depths of the jungle> 4. The 
^^tjpro^andjpr intense part or stage <the depth of misery> .<the 
^B^^^ditation> 5. The severest or worst part, as of winter. 6. A 
^d^ej^ribrated 1 condition. 7. Intellectual complexity or penetration 
fe ^fU NDrrY.y 8. .The range of one's understanding or competence 
gmt^^7dlp(h> 9. The degree of richness or intensity, as of color, 
te^^^iri pitch, —in depth. With thoroughness <a report in 

|p^|^^fege n. A charge designed for explosion under water, used 
g^p^^^Vubmarines. 

deptKpN^eption n. Perception of spatial relationships,- esp. of 
^^lce^^tween objects, in three dimensions. 
idep^K^^chology n. 1. Psychology of the unconscious. 2. Psy- 
^^nal ysjs!^ . ■' * 

4ep^^^ H {dep/ya-rat r ) vt. & vi. -rat-ed, -rat-ing, -rates. 

^ ^^M evurare. depurat- : Lat. de-, away + purus, pure.] To 
'cSe^purifv or become cleansed or purified. — dep'u-ra'tion 
j^^Q^ta'tor n 

^P^ij^^^n {dep'ya-ta'shan) n. 1. The act of deputing or state of 
l&Jewted/ 2.. delegation 2. 

fie | •P J TO^py.o1)t , ) vt. -put-ed, -put-ing, -putes. [ME deputen 
^^^mifer < LLat; deputaie, to allot < Lat v to consider : de-, 
^^^^f^Viiidre, to- trim, arrange.] 1. To authorize or appoint as 
i %^e nt|or|representative. 2. To assign (e.g., authority) to another. 
iS^J^^g(dgp'y3-tiz') vt. et> vi. -tized, -tiz-iiig / -tiz«es. To 
^^^^^r'serve as a deputy. — dep'u-ti-za'tiou n. 
gB^yldep'ya-te) h., pi -ties. [ME depute < OH < p.part. of 
^^pg ^ depute. ] 1. One designated or empowered to act for anoth- 
^^^Sistant exercising full authority in the absence of his or her 
^^^^d^eqiial authority in emergencies. 3. A representative in a 
^^^rody in certain countries. 

acu?nate {ds-ras'a-nat') vt. -nat-ed, -nat-ing, -nates. [< 

P^^fnef QFr. desraciner :'des-, apart {< Lat. dis-) + racine, root 
g^^gicinfl < tat. radix.} To pull out by or as if by the roots : 

rail-ing, -rails' [Fr. derailler 


Ki^^^de-rac'i-na'tion n. 
^SPipl'fW; et) vt. -railed, -: 


;-) + rail, rail < E.J 1. To run or cause to run off the 


E8SS%$>e thrown or throw off course. — de-rail 'ment n. 
ffiW^Ieur (dl-ra'br) n. [Fr. derailler. to become derailed : de-, off 
^^$)^ r P^ raj l < E j A gear mechanism on a bicycle that chang- 
siSS^^^tip by moving the chain from one sprocket to another. 
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de-range (dl-ranj') vt. -ranged, -rang-ing, -rang-es. [Fr. d6- 
ranger < OFr. desrengier : des- t . apart .(< Lat.. dis-) & reng, line, of Ger- 
manic orig.] 1. To disturb the order of. 2. To disturb . the ^normal 
functioning or condition of. 3. To cause to become insane, f — de- 
range'mentn. : 

der-by (dur'be; Brit, dar'be) n., pi -bies. [After Edward. Smith* 

' Stanley (1752-1834), 12th Ear! of Derby, founder of the English Der- 
by.] 1. Any of various annua! horse races, esp. for three-year-olds. 2. A 
formal race either open to all or to a given category of contestants.;3. 
A stiff felt hat with a round crown and a narrow, curved brim.^ - 

de-reg-u-late (de-reg'ya-laV) vt. -lat-ed, -lat-ing, -lates. To 
decontrol . . — de - reg 1 u - la ' tion n . ■ : . - 4 . . - m t. 

der-e- licit (dfir f a-likt') adj. [Lat, derelictus, p.part. of dereljnquere, 
to abandon : de-. completely + relinquere, to leave behind (re-, behind 
+ linquere, to leave).] 1. Neglectful of duty or obligation : remiss.-2. 
Deserted by an owner or guardian : abandoned. — n. 1. Abandoned 
property, esp. a ship abandoned at sea. 2. A homeless person lacking 
means" of support : vagrant.' 3. Law. Land left dry. by ,a permanent 
recession of the water line. . > s , K , , v . - 

der-e-lic-tion (der'a-lik'shan) n. 1. Willful neglect,.. as, of duty ."2. ' 
Abandonment. 3. Law. a. Accession of land by the permanent reces- 
sion of the .water line. b. The land so gained.. 

de-ride {di-rid') vt., -rid-ed, -rid-ing, -rides. [Lat.. deride'ze : de- 
(peiorative). + ridere, to laugh at.] To laugh at or ridicule contemptu- 

. ously. — de-rid f er n. —de-rid' ing-ly adv. : ( 

de ri-gueuf (da re-gcer' ) adj. [Fr.] Required by the current custom or 
fashion. . < ■ 

de-ri-sion (di-rizh'an) n. [ME derisioun < OFr. derision < LLat.'de- 
risio < Lat. derisus, p.part. of deridere, to deride.] 1. The act of dericl: 
ing or state of being derided. 2. An object of ridicule : laughingstock: 

de-ri-sive (dl-ri'slv, -ziv, -ris'Iv, -riz'-) adj. Expressing or provoking 
derision. — de-ri'sive-ly adv. — de-ri'sive-ness n. 

de-ri-so-ry (dl-ri'sa-re, -za-) adj. Derisive. 

der-i-vate (der'a-vat') adj. Derivative. 

der-i-va-tion (dfir'a-va 'shan) n. 1. a. The act or process of deriving, 
b. The state of being derived. 2. Something derived. 3? The' form, or 
source from which something is derived : origin. 4. The historical 
origin and development of a word : etymology. 5. The process by 
which new words are formed from existing words, chiefly, by. the ad- 
dition of affixes to roots, stems, or words. 6. Math. A logical or math- 
ematical process indicating through a sequence of statements that a 
result such as a theorem or a formula necessarily follows from the in- 
i rial assumptions. — der'i-va'tion-al adj. : • 

de-riv-a-tive (dl-riv'a-tfv) adj. 1. Resulting from derivation. 2. 
Copied or adapted from others. — n, 1. Something derived. 2. A word 
formed from another by derivation. 3. Math. The limit; as the incre- 
ment in the argument of a function approaches zero, of the ratio of the 
increment in its value to the corresponding increment in the argument 
: the instantaneous rate of change of a function with respect to a var- 
iable'. 4. Chem. A compound derived or obtained from known of hy- 
pothetical substances and containing essential elements of the parent 
substance. — de-riv'a-tive-ly adv. — de-riv'a-tive-ness n. 

de-rive (dl-riv') V. -rived, -riv-ing, -rives. [ME d'eriven, to be 
derived from < OFr. deriver < Lat. derivare, to derive : de-, away + 
rivtis, stream.] — vt. 1. To receive or obtain from a source. 2. To arrive 
at by reasoning : deduce or infer. 3. To trace the origin or development 
of (e.g., a word). 4. Chem. To produce or obtain (a compound) from 
another substance by chemical reaction. — vi. To issue from a source 
: originate. — de-riv'a-ble adj. — de-riv'ern. 

derm (durm) n. vaz. of derma 1 . 

derm- pref. var. of derma-. 

—derm suff. [< Gk. derma, skin.] Skin : covering <blastode7in> 
der-ma 1 (dur'ma) also derm (durm) or der-mis (dur'mls) n. 
[NLat. < Gk., skin.] Anat. The corium. 

der-ma 2 (dur'ma) n. [Yiddish derme, pi. of darm. intestine < MHG 
< OHG.] Beef casing stuffed with a seasoned mixture of matzo meal or 
flour, onion, and suet, prepared by boiling,' then roasting. 4 ,u 

derma— or derm— or oerrao- pref. [< Gk. derma, skin.] Skin'igj^ 
<dermal> 'it ' 

-derma suff. [NLat. < Gk. derma, skin.] Skin : skin disease <scle- ' 
xoderma> 

der*ma-bra-sion (dur' ma-bra' zhan) n. A surgical procedure for re- 
moving skin imperfections, as wrinkles or scars, by abrasion of the 
frozen epidermis. ■ * 

der-mal (dur'mal) also der-mic (-mlk) adj. Of or- relating to the 
skin. 

dermat— pref. var. of dermato-. 

der-ma -ti-tis (dur ' ma- d 'tis) n. Inflammation of the skin, . 
dermato- or dermat- pref. [< Gk. derma, dermat-, skin.] Skin 
<demifltome> 

der-mat-6-gen (dur-maVa-jan) n. Bot. The outer layer of meri- 
stem, from which the epidermis is formed. 

der-ma-toid (dur'ma-toid') n. Resembling skin. 

der-ma-tol-o-gy (dur'ma-tfil'a-je) n. Medical study of skin phys- 
iology and pathology. — der'ma-to-log'.i-cal (-ta-lSj'I-kal) adj. 
— der'ma-tol'o-gist n. 

der-ma -tome (dur'ma-tom') n. The lateral wall of a somite, from 
which the corium is formed. 
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